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I am delighted to be able to welcome and introduce 

you to St Mary’s Church of England Primary School.

As a parent, choosing a school for your child is an

important decision and I hope that our prospectus

gives you an insight into the life and work of our

school and the exciting opportunities for learning

your child will receive.

St Mary’s School is a happy, lively and friendly village

school located within Bitteswell’s thriving community, with

strong links to the Church, residents, families and local schools.

We pride ourselves on a caring and positive atmosphere 

in which every individual is valued and their efforts and

achievements recognised and celebrated.

Based on a Christian ethos of  ‘Learn, Love and Believe’ the

dedicated and highly motivated staff ensure a range of rich,

challenging and exciting learning opportunities for your child 

in a supportive and stimulating environment. Children learn

best when their efforts receive positive encouragement and

this is the underlying ethos of our classroom practice.

The Governors and ‘Friends of Bitteswell School’ work 

diligently, in partnership with the school, to support the

development and needs of all the children, further proving 

the strong community commitment.They are always open 

to new ideas and very much look to the future to ensure 

that we provide the very best we can for your child.

We would welcome the opportunity 

to show you around our school which 

in June 2009 achieved the Ofsted

‘Outstanding’ status.

Hazel Maher Headteacher

to our school



‘Excellent curriculum which provides 
the pupils with many interesting activities 

that really stimulate their learning’
Ofsted

History
The school still stands on, and around, the original school

house built in 1888. Changes to the building, over the years,

now provide teaching areas to meet modern demands,

encompassing four classrooms, a library, ICT facilities, kitchen,

music room, hall and outdoor classroom. Set within the

peaceful and attractive school grounds surrounded

by fields and gardens are a Trim Trail, Quiet

Garden,Wildlife Garden and Patio Area

with seating.

Education at St Mary’s 
We expect the best from all our

pupils, and ourselves. Our mission

statement Learn, Love and Believe

supports our philosophy of providing

an education for the whole child and

we value and celebrate academic success

as well as personal achievement. We have

high expectations of all our pupils and build on the

strength and talents of each child. Support is given

academically, socially and emotionally for the children to

achieve their full potential. Our pupils are well motivated 

and confident; they become increasingly independent

learners and thinkers so that they can achieve their

aspirations, take full advantage of life’s opportunities 

and are prepared for the future.

Working Together
We believe that a child’s education is greatly enhanced by 

a close partnership between parents/carers and the school.

All members of our school community play an important

part and we value highly the support each and everyone

gives. You will find us informative, welcoming and helpful.

At St Mary’s we are committed to establishing equality for 

all children, their parents, carers and other users of the

school.

Trips and Residentials
The school offers a variety of off site educational visits

including a residential trip for children in Years 3 and 4 and

Years 5 and 6.
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Religious Education
As a Church of England Aided

School we use every opportunity 

to promote Christian beliefs and

to develop awareness of other

faiths. We aim to educate your

child in Christian values and 

attitudes, which will give them

strength and reason for

the whole of their lives. The special status

of Religious Education in the

curriculum makes an important

contribution to the pupil’s

spiritual, social, moral and

multicultural education. Links

with St Mary’s Church and other

local places of worship are strong

and pupils experience worship

both in school, at Church and in the

community.

Representatives from local churches visit our school and 

lead prayers on a regular basis.There is an Explorers club

with art and craft activities linked to Bible Stories. Older

children lead prayers in school and all children lead Christian

celebrations including Harvest, Easter and Christmas.

"We learn lots of things about God 
and the Bible." 

We actively seek and encourage parental involvement 

so that you are fully aware and involved in your child’s

learning and know what progress they are making.There 

is an expectation that parents will support their child’s

learning and a number of information sessions are arranged

to inform parents about how the curriculum is organised,

the expectations of their child, workshops to support

homework and learning in 

school today.

‘Excellent opportunities for pupils 
to undertake responsibility and to be 

ambassadors for their school’
Ofsted 
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Our commitment to raising

children’s awareness of the

world around them is reflected

through our topics and links

with schools overseas and locally.

The children are always eager to

raise funds for a variety of causes

both at home and abroad. French is

taught to children aged 7 to 11.

As part of our extended curriculum a range of clubs 

are run throughout the year to allow all children to

develop interests in new areas. Cheerleading, Football,

‘Mad Science’, Netball, Choir, Cross-country, Gardening,

Spanish, Brass and Golf are an example of clubs that

have been offered so far.
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Getting Involved
Parents and members of the community are always 

welcome in school as a volunteer or at our weekly 

Family Assembly.Achievements in and out of school 

are celebrated and children also choose to perform

musical recitals. Many parents are keen to

volunteer their time within school with

activities such as art, reading, swimming,

gardening and cooking.Your expertise and

skills are welcomed.There are also regular

reading and maths workshops where

parents or family members can work with

their child in school. If you wish to volunteer

in school please speak to the headteacher.

Creative Curriculum
At St Mary’s we have devised a curriculum which is creative,

inspiring and meets the range of learning styles needed to

develop children’s knowledge, skills and attitudes across 

many subjects. We have thought carefully about themes that

would suit both boys and girls and developed activities that

encourage all children to explore new concepts and ideas

with enthusiasm. Our topics include ‘Wild about Wild!’,

‘What a Load of Rubbish’, ‘Village or Pillage’ and ‘Out of the

Blue’ with film, stories, art and music used to stimulate the

children’s initial interest. Visits and visitors are organised to

further enhance the topic including trips to places such as

Tamworth Castle, Newark Museum and Twycross Zoo.

We are continually developing our technology provision and

have recently invested in netbooks, ipads and kindles which

maintain the children’s motivation and curiosity in their

learning.
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Before and After School Club (BASC)
We have a thriving Before and After School Club which

offers good quality child care from 7:00am

until 8:50am and 3:20 until 6:00pm

with a breakfast or light tea

available. Children are able to

choose their own activities or

take part in those organised

around the theme of the week

which include cooking, creative

arts, outdoor games and

technology.

Safeguarding
The school offers a safe and

secure site. Entry is closely

monitored and visitors to school

wear a visitor’s badge. All

volunteers and workers in school

are cleared by Criminal Records

Bureau before commencing their

appointment in school. The

designated person with responsibility 

for safeguarding is the Headteacher.

School Council
Our School Council is made up of two representatives 

from each year group from Year 1 to Year 6. They contribute

to the development of the school in aspects such as the

school environment, healthy snacks and fundraising.

The children are always keen to organise events to

support people from a wide variety of backgrounds

and circumstances.

FOBS
Friends of Bitteswell School (FOBS) are extremely

supportive and active, organising many fundraising

and social events to further support the children’s

education.The purchase of an outdoor classroom, ICT

equipment and music and dance workshops have all greatly

benefitted the children.

Healthy Schools
The school has Healthy Schools status;

all Foundation Stage and Key Stage One

children receive free fruit on a daily 

basis and raisins are available to purchase. Milk 

is available to all children with it being 

free for those under five. School 

meals offer healthy choices with a 

vegetarian option.There is positive 

encouragement in all areas of school 

life to make healthy choices and 

take regular exercise. At lunchtimes 

the Huff and Puff monitors encourage 

the younger children to try out 

new games and the Midday 

Supervisors ensure that 

all children have a wide 

variety of activities in 

which to engage.

‘Pupils thoroughly enjoy coming to school’
Ofsted



HOW TO FIND US

The Green, Bitteswell, Lutterworth,

Leicestershire  LE17 4SB

Telephone: 01455 552 818

Fax: 01455 552 818    

Website: www.bitteswell-st-marys.leics.sch.uk
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